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Approved by the 

Competition Plenum Council 

No 8 as of 30 August 2013 

REGULATION 

on state aid for research, development and innovation 

The present Regulation transposes the art. 30-37 of the COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 800/2008 as of 6 August 
2008 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the common market in application of Articles 87 and 88 of the 
Treaty (General block exemption Regulation), published in the EU OJ L 214 as of 9 August April 2008, Part III. 6.A and 
Part III. 6.B from the Annex I to Commission Regulation (EC) No 794/2004 as of 21 April 2004 implementing Council 
Regulation (EC) No 659/1999 laying down detailed rules for the application of Article 93 of the EC Treaty, published in 
the EU OJ L 140 as of 30 April 2004, as well partially transposes the Community framework for state aid for research 
and development and innovation (2006/C 323/01), published in the OJ of EU C 323/1 as of 30 December 2006. 

Section 1. Goal and scope 

1. The state aid for research and development and innovation may be deemed compatible with the common market 
under the provisions of the art. 5 para. (1) let. d) from the Law no 139 as of 15 June 2012 regarding the state aid. 

2. The present Regulation shall be applied to the state aid for research and development and innovation in all economic 
sectors, including those regulated by specific legal provisions in state aid, except for the cases where the rules at issue 
provide otherwise. 

3. Though the personnel costs are eligible in more measures covered by the present Regulation and there exist a 
specific measure related to the aid for temporary employment of highly qualified personnel, general employment and 
training aid for researchers continue to be covered by the provisions of the Regulation on aid for training employees 
and creating new jobs. 

4. The present Regulation shall not be applied to undertakings in difficulty, defined under the Regulation on the aid 
granted for rescuing beneficiaries in difficulty. 

Section 2. Main Notions 

5. In the meaning of the present Regulation, the following terms are thus defined: 

activity carried out internally – the situation in which the knowledge obtained by one or more organizations in the 
domain of science and innovation is managed either by a department or a subsidiary of the organization at issue, or in 
collaboration with other organization from the domain of science and innovation. Subcontracting to third parties 
providing of these specific services through open tenders shall not jeopardize the internal level of these activities; 

repayable advance - a loan for a project which is paid in one or more instalments and the conditions for the 

reimbursement of which depend on the outcome of the R&D&I project; 

industrial research – applied research, referring to planned research or critical investigation aimed at the 

acquisition of new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes or services or for bringing 

about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services. It comprises the creation of 

components of complex systems, which is necessary for the industrial research, notably for generic technology 

validation, to the exclusion of prototypes; 



2 
 

experimental development- the acquiring, combining, shaping and using of existing scientific, technological, 

business and other relevant knowledge and skills for the purpose of producing plans and arrangements or 

designs for new, altered or improved products, processes or services. These may also include other activities 

aiming at the conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes and services. The 

activities may comprise producing drafts, drawings, plans and other documentation, provided that they are 

not intended for commercial use. 

The development of commercially usable prototypes and pilot projects is also included where the prototype is 

necessarily the final commercial product and where it is too expensive to produce for it to be used only for 

demonstration and validation purposes. In case of a subsequent commercial use of demonstration or pilot 

projects, any revenue generated from such use must be deducted from the eligible costs.  

The experimental production and testing of products, processes and services can also benefit from aid, 

provided that these cannot be used or transformed to be used in industrial applications or commercially. 

Experimental development does not include the routine or periodic changes made to products, production 

lines, manufacturing processes, existing services and other operations in progress, even if such changes may 

represent improvements; 

organizational innovation - the implementation of a new organizational method in the undertaking’s business 

practices, workplace organization or external relations. Changes in practices, workplace organization or 

external relations that are based on organizational methods already in use in the undertaking, changes in 

business practices, mergers and acquisitions, ceasing to use a process, simple equipment replacement or 

extension, changes resulting purely from changes in factor prices, customization, regular seasonal and other 

cyclical changes, trading of new or significantly improved products are not considered innovations; 

process innovation- the implementation of a new or significantly improved production or delivery method. This notion 
includes significant changes in techniques, equipment and/or software. Minor changes or improvements, an increase in 
production or service capabilities through the addition of manufacturing or logistical systems which are very similar to 
those already in use, ceasing to use a process, simple equipment replacement or extension, changes resulting purely 
from changes in factor prices, customization, regular seasonal and other cyclical changes, trading of new or significantly 
improved products are not considered innovations; 

innovation clusters-groupings of independent undertakings — innovative start-ups, small, medium and large 
undertakings as well as research organizations — operating in a particular sector and region and designed to stimulate 
innovative activity by promoting intensive interactions, sharing of facilities and exchange of knowledge and expertise 
and by contributing effectively to technology transfer, networking and information dissemination among the 
undertakings in the cluster. The innovation clusters may be: scientific and technological parks, incubators of innovation, 
scientific and technological clusters, etc. organization from the scientific and innovation area-legal person defined by 
the art.15 of the Code on science and innovation of the Republic of Moldova; 

highly qualified personnel- researchers, engineers, designers and marketing managers with tertiary education degree 
and at least 5 years of relevant professional experience. Doctoral training may count as relevant professional 
experience. 

Section 3. Recipients of research, development and innovation aid 

3.1. Research organizations and innovation intermediaries as potential recipients of State aid 

6. Public funding of R&D&I activities by research organizations will qualify as State aid, if all conditions of art. 3 

para. (1) from the Law 139 as of 15 June 2012 on state aid are fulfilled. 
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7. Economic activity of a research and innovation organization is deemed any activity which implies provision of goods 
and/or services on a certain market, regardless of its legal status (organized under private or legal law) or of its 
economic nature (profit making or not). 

8. If the same science or innovation entity carries out activities of both economic and non-economic nature, in 

order to avoid cross-subsidization of the economic activity, the public funding of the non-economic activities 

will not fall under state aid regulations, if the two kinds of activities and their costs and funding can be clearly 

separated. Evidence that the costs have been allocated correctly can consist of separate record. 

9. Public funding of non-economic activities shall not be deemed state aid. Some of the primary activities of 

research and innovation organizations are normally of a non-economic character, notably: 

a) education for more and better skilled human resources; 

b)the conduct of independent R&D for more knowledge and better understanding, including collaborative 

R&D; 

c)the dissemination of research results. 

10. The technology transfer activities such as licensing, spin-off creation or other forms of management of 

knowledge created by the research and innovation organization are of non-economic character if these 

activities are of internal nature and all income from these activities is reinvested in the primary activities of 

the research and innovation organizations. 

11. The Competition Council shall assess the economic or non-economic nature of activity, in case of types of 
technologic transfer other than those enumerated above, as a result of the notification of the state aid measure by the 
providers and/or initiators. 

12. If research and innovation organizations or other not-for-profit innovation intermediaries perform economic 
activities, such as renting out infrastructures, supplying services to business undertakings or performing contract 
research, this should be done on normal market conditions, and public funding of these economic activities will 
generally entail State aid regulations. The state assistance granted for construction and exploiting infrastructures for 
research, development and innovation used for economic activities shall be deemed state aid. 

13. However, if the research organization or the innovation intermediary can prove that the totality of the 

public funding that it received to provide certain services has been passed integrally on to the final recipient, 

and that there is no advantage granted to the intermediary, the intermediary organization may not be 

recipient of State aid. For aid to the final recipients, normal State aid rules apply. 

3.2. Indirect State aid to undertakings through science and innovation organizations 

14. In order to assess whether undertakings benefit from a state aid in cases of contract research by a science 

and innovation organization or collaboration with a science and innovation organization, it is needed to assess 

to what extent the conduct of the science and innovation organization may be assigned to the state. 

15. In the situation in which a research project is carried out by a science and innovation organization on 

behalf of an undertaking, for an adequate remuneration paid for its service under the conditions specified by 

the undertaking at issue, the project results and risk being carried by the undertaking, it is deemed that no 

state aid is passed to the undertaking through the science and innovation organization, if one of the following 

conditions is fulfilled: 
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(a) the science and innovation organization provides its service at market price; 

(b) if there is no market price, the science and innovation organization provides its service at a price which 

reflects its full costs plus a reasonable profit margin. 

16. In the case of collaboration projects carried out jointly by undertakings and science and innovation 

organizations, it is considered that no indirect State aid is granted to the industrial partner through the science 

and innovation organization due to the favorable conditions of the collaboration if one of the following 

conditions is fulfilled: 

(a) the participating undertakings bear the full cost of the project; 

(b) the results which do not give rise to intellectual property rights may be widely disseminated and any 

intellectual property rights to the R&D&I results which result from the activity of the research organization are 

fully allocated to the science and innovation organization, which means that that it benefits from the amount 

of economic advantages related to these rights, namely the property right and the right to grant licenses. The 

conditions can also be fulfilled in case the organization decides to conclude other agreements related to these 

rights, namely by concession thereof in the form of license to their partner; 

(c) the science and innovation organization receives from the participating undertakings compensation 

equivalent to the market price for the intellectual property rights which result from the activity of the science 

and innovation organization carried out in the project and which are transferred to the participating 

undertakings. “Compensation equivalent to the market price for the intellectual property rights” mean 

compensation in return for total economic benefit of these rights. This condition is deemed fulfilled when the 

science and innovation organization, in the capacity of seller, negotiates a maximum benefit at agreement 

conclusion. Any contribution of the participating undertakings to the costs of the science and innovation 

organization shall be deducted from such compensation. 

17. If none of the previous conditions are fulfilled, the provider and/or initiator of the state aid may rely on an 

individual assessment of the collaboration project, without prejudice to the notification obligation under the 

ar.8 from the Law no 139 as of 15 June 2012 on state aid. There may also be no State aid where the 

assessment of the contractual agreement between the partners leads to the conclusion that any intellectual 

property rights to the R&D&I results as well as access rights to the results are allocated to different partners of 

the collaboration and adequately reflect their respective interests, work packages, and financial and other 

contributions to the project. 

18. If the individual assessment of the collaboration project does not lead to the conclusion that there is no 

State aid, the full value of the contribution of the research organization to the project shall be deemed aid to 

undertakings. 

Section 4. Compatibility of the state aid for research, development and innovation 

19. The compatibility of the state aid for research, development and innovation shall be assessed: 

a) under a standard manner, in case of the state aid meeting the criteria provided for in Section 5 of the present 
Regulation;  

b) under a detailed manner through comparative analysis, in case of the state aid meeting the criteria provided for in 
Section 5 of the present Regulation. 
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20. Subject to the conditions provided for in this Regulation, the following measures for R&D&I state aid shall be 
deemed compatible with the common competition environment: 

a) Aid for R&D projects; 

b) Aid for technical feasibility studies related to R&D&I projects; 

c) Aid for industrial property rights costs for SMEs; 

d) Aid for young innovative enterprises; 

e) Aid for process and organizational innovation in services; 

f) Aid for innovation advisory services and for innovation support services provided by innovation intermediaries; 

g) Aid for the loan of highly qualified personnel; 

h) Aid for innovation clusters. 

Section 5. Standard assessment of the compatibility of the state aid for research, development and innovation 

5.1. State aid for research and development projects 

21. The state aid for research and development projects shall be deemed compatible with the common competition 
environment, provided the fulfilment of the criteria on research categories, aid intensity, eligible costs, aid value and 
grating form. 

5.1.1. Research categories 

22. The aided part of the project must completely fall within one or more of the following research categories, insofar 
the state aid be granted for an R&D project: 

a) fundamental research, 

b) industrial research, 

c) experimental development. 

23. When an R&D project encompasses different tasks, each task must be qualified as falling under one of the three 
mentioned categories or as not falling under any of those categories at all. 

24. This qualification need not necessarily follow a chronological approach, moving sequentially over time from 
fundamental research to activities closer to the market. Accordingly, a task which is carried out at a late stage of a 
project shall be as qualified as industrial research, while an activity carried out at an earlier stage of the project 
constitutes experimental development. 

25. The aid intensity, as calculated on the basis of the eligible costs of the R&D project, shall not exceed: 

(a) 100 % for fundamental research; 

(b) 50 % for industrial research; 

(c) 25 % for experimental development. 

26. In the case of State aid for an R&D project being carried out in collaboration between science and innovation 
organizations and undertakings, the combined aid deriving from direct public authorities support for a specific research 
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project and, where they constitute aid, contributions from science and innovation organizations to that project may not 
exceed the applicable aid intensities for each benefiting undertaking. 

27. The intensity fixed for industrial research and experimental development may be increased by 10 percentage points 
for medium-sized enterprises and by 20 percentage points for small enterprises; 

28. For industrial research and experimental development may be increased by 15 percentage points up to maximum 
aid intensity of 80 %, if: 

a) the project (excluding subcontracting) involves effective collaboration between at least two undertakings which are 
independent of each other and no single undertaking must bear more than 70 % of the eligible costs of the 
collaboration project and the project must involve collaboration with at least one small or medium or cross-border 
enterprise; 

b) the project (excluding subcontracting) involves effective collaboration between an undertaking and a science and 
innovation organization, if the science and innovation research organization bears at least 10 % of the eligible project 
costs and has the right to publish the results of the research projects insofar as they stem from research implemented 
by that organization; 

c) the results of the industrial research project are widely disseminated through technical and scientific conferences or 
published in scientific or technical journals or in open access repositories (databases where raw research data can be 
accessed by anyone), or through free or open source software. 

29. Agriculture R&D projects shall benefit from an aid intensity of up to 100 % of the eligible costs, in case the following 
conditions are fulfilled: 

a) the aid is of general interest to all the operators from the particular sector or sub-sector concerned; 

b) information that research will be carried out, and with which goal, is published on the internet, prior to the 
commencement of the research. An approximate date of expected results and their place of publication on the 
internet, as well as a mention that the result will be available at no cost, must be included; 

c) the results of the research are made available on internet, for a period of at least 5 years. This information on the 
internet shall be published no later than the date on which it is given to members of any particular organization; 

d) aid shall be granted directly to the researching body and must not involve the direct granting of non-research related 
aid to a company producing, processing or marketing agricultural products, nor provide price support to producers of 
such products. 

5.1.3. Eligible costs 

30. The aid intensity will be calculated on the basis of the costs of the research project to the extent that they can be 
considered as eligible. All eligible costs must be allocated to a specific research category.  

31. The following costs shall be eligible: 

(a) personnel costs (researchers, technicians and other supporting staff to the extent employed on the research 
project); 

b) costs of instruments and equipment to the extent and for the period used for the research project. If such 
instruments and equipment are not used for their full life for the research project, only the depreciation costs 
corresponding to the life of the research project are considered as eligible. 
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c) costs for building and land, to the extent and for the duration used for the research project. With regard to buildings, 
only the depreciation costs corresponding to the life of the research project are considered as eligible. For land, costs of 
commercial transfer or actually incurred capital costs are eligible; 

(d) cost of contractual research, technical knowledge and patents bought or licensed from outside sources at market 
prices, where the transaction has been carried out at arm’s length and there is no element of collusion involved, as well 
as costs of advisory and equivalent services used exclusively for the research activity; 

(e) additional overheads incurred directly as a result of the research project; 

(f) other operating expenses, including costs of materials, supplies and similar products incurred directly as a result of 
the research activity. 

5.1.4. State aid value 

32. The state aid value for a R&D project may not exceed: 

a) if the project is predominantly fundamental research- MDL 20 million 

b) if the project is predominantly industrial research- MDL 10 million 

c) for all other research project – MDL 7,5 million. 

5.1.5. Repayable advance 

33. If granting a repayable advance which qualifies as State aid, the provider, on the basis of a valid methodology based 
on sufficient verifiable data, may calculate the gross grant equivalent of the aid, designs a scheme and notifies it to the 
Competition Council. 

34. If the Competition Council states that the scheme is compatible, the aid shall be granted on the basis of the gross 
grant equivalent of the repayable advance, up to the aid intensities of the R&D aid. 

35. If the gross grant equivalent of the aid may not be calculated, the repayable advance is expressed as a percentage 
of the eligible costs. The intensities for R&D aid may be exceeded, if the provider of the measure defines clearly what 
will be considered as a successful outcome of the research activities and provides to the Competition Council detailed 
information related to the repayment in case successful outcome of the project, as follows: 

a) In case of a successful outcome of the project, the measure must provide that the advance is repaid with an interest 
rate at least equal to the applicable rate of the National Bank of Moldova, at the moment of loan; 

b) In case of a success exceeding the outcome defined as successful, the measure must provide that the state aid 
provider should be entitled to request additional payments beyond repayment of the advance amount including 
interest according to the applicable rate of the National Bank of Moldova, at the moment of loan; 

c) In case the project fails, the measure must provide that the advance does not have to be fully repaid, but it has to be 
in proportion to the degree of success of the project; 

d) In case of partial success, the measure must provide that it should be required that the repayment is in proportion to 
the degree of success of the project. 

36. The repayable advance may cover up to a maximum of 40 % of the eligible costs for the experimental development 
phase of the project and up to 60 % for the industrial research phase, which may be increased pursuant p. 27-28 of the 
present Regulation. 
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37. The Competition Council shall examine that the definition of a successful outcome has been established by the 
state aid provider on the basis of a reasonable and prudent hypothesis. 

5.1.6. Fiscal facilities 

38. In order to demonstrate the incentive effect of the R&D&I aid schemes of a fiscal nature, state aid provider and/or 
initiator is obliged to submit the Competition Council with assessment studies on the incentive effect. 

39. Within the notification, state aid provider and/or initiator is obliged to submit the Competition Council with an 
estimate number of beneficiaries. 

40. The aid intensity of an R&D&I fiscal facility can be calculated: 

a) either on the basis of individual R&D&I projects or,  

b) at the level of an undertaking, as the ratio between the overall tax relief and the sum of all eligible R&D&I costs 
incurred in a period not exceeding three consecutive fiscal periods. 

5.2. Aid for technical feasibility studies 

41. Aid for technical feasibility studies preparatory to industrial research or experimental development activities shall 
be compatible with the common competition environment provided that the aid intensity, as calculated on the basis of 
the study costs, does not exceed the following aid intensities: 

(a) for SMEs, 75 % for studies preparatory to industrial research activities and 50 % for studies preparatory to 
experimental development activities, 

(b) for large undertakings, 65 % for studies preparatory to industrial research activities and 40 % for studies preparatory 
to experimental development activities. 

42. The value of the technical feasibility studied cannot exceed the level set in subsection 5.1.4. of the present 
Regulation. 

5.3. Aid for industrial property rights costs for SMEs 

43. Aid to SMEs for the costs associated with obtaining and validating patents and other industrial property rights shall 
be compatible with the common competition environment up to the same level of aid as would have qualified as R&D 
aid in respect of the research activities which first led to the industrial property rights concerned. 

44. Eligible costs are: 

a) all costs preceding the grant of the right in the first legal jurisdiction, including costs relating to the preparation, filing 
and prosecution of the application as well as costs incurred in renewing the application before the right has been 
granted; 

b) translation and other costs incurred in order to obtain the granting or validation of the right in other legal 
jurisdictions; 

c) costs incurred in defending the validity of the right during the official prosecution of the application and possible 
opposition proceedings, even if such costs occur after the right is granted. 

5.4. Aid for young innovative enterprises 

45. Without prejudice to the provisions of the Regulation on regional development aid, aid for young innovative 
enterprises shall be compatible with the common competition environment if the following conditions are fulfilled: 
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1) the beneficiary is a small enterprise that has been of existence for less than 6 years at the time when the aid is 
granted and; 

2) the beneficiary is an innovative enterprise, on the basis that: 

a) that the state aid provider and/or initiator shall be able to establish through an assessment carried out by an 
external expert, especially based on a business plan, that the beneficiary will in the foreseeable future develop 
products, services or processes which are technologically new or substantially improved compared to the state of the 
art in its industry, and which carry a risk of technological or industrial failure, or when 

b) the R&D expenses of the beneficiary represent at least 15 % of its total operating expenses in at least one of the 
three years preceding the granting of the aid or in the case of a start-up enterprise without any financial history, in the 
audit of its current fiscal period, as certified by an external auditor; 

c) the aid is not higher than MDL 3 mln. 

46. The beneficiary may receive the aid only once during the period in which it qualifies as a young innovative 
enterprise. 

47. The aid for young innovative enterprises may be cumulated with other aid granted under this Regulation, or with 
aid previously approved by the Competition Council. 

48. The beneficiary has the right to receive State aid other than R&D&I aid only 3 years after the granting of the young 
innovative enterprise aid. 

5.5. Aid for process and organizational innovation in services 

49. The maximum intensity of the aid for process and organizational innovation in services shall be: 

a) 15 % for large enterprises, 

b) 25 % for medium enterprises, and 

c) 35 % for small enterprises. 

50. Large enterprises are may benefit form aid f for process and organizational innovation in services only if they 
collaborate with SMEs in the aided activity, whereby the collaborating SMEs must incur at least 30 % of the total 
eligible costs. 

51. Routine or periodic changes made to products, production lines, manufacturing processes, existing services and 
other operations in progress, even if such changes may represent improvements, do not qualify for State aid. 

52. Aid for process and organizational innovation in services shall be compatible with the common market if the 
following conditions are fulfilled: 

a) organizational innovation must always be related to the use and exploitation of Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) to change the organization; 

b) the innovation must be formulated as a project with an identified and qualified project manager, as well as identified 
project costs; 

c) the result of the aided project must be the development of a standard, of a model, methodology or economic notion, 
which can be systematically reproduced, possibly certified, and possibly patented; 

d) the process or organizational innovation must be new or substantially improved compared to the state of the art in 
its industry. The novelty could be established by the state aid provider and/or initiator, especially on the basis of a 



10 
 

precise description of the innovation, comparing it with state of the art process or the most advanced organizational  
techniques used by other undertakings in the same sector; 

e) the process or organizational innovation project must entail a clear degree of risk. This risk could be demonstrated 
by the state aid provider and/or initiator for instance in terms of: project costs in relation to company turnover, time 
required to develop the new process, expected gains from the process innovation by comparison with the project costs, 
probability of failure; 

f) the value of the state aid shall not exceed MDL 5 mln per project/undertaking. 

53. Eligible costs are the same as for aid to R&D projects. However in case of organizational innovation costs of 
instruments and equipment exclusively cover costs of ICT instruments and equipment. 

5.6. Aid for innovation advisory services and for innovation support services 

54. Aid for innovation advisory services and for innovation support services shall be compatible with the common 
competition environment if the following cumulative conditions are fulfilled: 

a) the beneficiary is an SME; 

b) the aid does not exceed MDL 3 mln. per beneficiary within any three year period; 

c) the service provider benefits from a national or European certification. If the service provider does not benefit from a 
national or European certification, the aid may not cover more than 75 % of the eligible costs; 

d) the beneficiary must use the State aid to buy the services at market price or, if the service provider is a non-for-profit 
entity, at a price which reflects its full costs plus a reasonable margin. 

55. Granting a state aid for innovation advisory services and for innovation support does not bring prejudice to the 
beneficiary’s possibility to receive a minimis aid for other eligible costs. 

56. The following costs shall be eligible: 

a) as regards innovation advisory services: management consulting; technological assistance; technology transfer 
services; training; advisory for acquisition, protection and trade in Intellectual Property Rights and for licensing 
agreements; advisory on the use of standards; 

b) as regards innovation support services: office space; data banks; technical libraries; market research; use of 
laboratory; quality labelling, testing and certification. 

57. If the service provider is a not-for-profit entity, the aid may be given in the form of a reduced price. In such a case, 
the provider and/or initiator shall set up a system ensuring transparency about the full costs of the innovation advisory 
and innovation support services provided, as well as about the price paid by the beneficiary, so that the aid received 
can be measured and monitored. 

5.7. Aid for the loan of highly qualified personnel 

58. Aid for the loan of highly qualified personnel seconded from a science and innovation organization or a large 
enterprise to an SME shall be compatible with the common competition environment, provided the following 
conditions are fulfilled: 

a) The seconded personnel must not be replacing other personnel, but must be employed in a newly created function 
within the beneficiary undertaking and must have been employed for at least two years in the science and innovation 
organization or the large enterprise, which is sending the personnel on secondment; 
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b) The seconded personnel must work on R&D&I activities within the SME receiving the aid. 

59. Eligible costs are all personnel costs for borrowing and employing highly qualified personnel, especially the costs of 
using a recruitment agency. 

60. The maximum aid intensity shall be 50 % of the eligible costs, for a maximum of 3 years per undertaking and per 
person borrowed. 

61. The advisory costs related to the payment of the service rendered by the expert, without employing the expert in 
the undertaking are not deemed eligible for a state aid for the loan of highly qualified personnel. 

5.8. Aid for scientific-technologic innovation clusters 

62. The beneficiary of investment aid for the setting up, expansion and animation of innovation clusters may exclusively 
be a legal entity operating the management of these innovative clusters. 

63. The beneficiary shall be in charge of managing the participation and access to the cluster’s premises, facilities and 
activities. Access to the cluster’s premises, facilities and activities must not be restricted and the fees charged for using 
the cluster’s facilities and for participating in the cluster’s activities should reflect their costs. 

64. Aid for scientific-technologic innovation clusters may be granted for: 

a) facilities for training and research center; 

b) open-access research infrastructures: laboratory, testing facility; 

c) broadband network infrastructures. 

65. The maximum aid intensity of aid for scientific-technologic innovation clusters is 50%. 

66. In the case of aid being granted to an SME, the maximum intensities shall be increased by 20 percentage points for 
aid granted to a small enterprise and by 10 percentage points for aid granted to a medium-sized enterprise. 

67. The eligible costs shall be the costs relating to investment in land, buildings, machinery and equipment. 

68. Operating aid for cluster animation must be temporary and, as a general rule, must be abolished over time, so as to 
provide an incentive for prices to reflect costs reasonably rapidly. 

69. The aid aiming at the animation of the innovation cluster may be granted for a limited duration of five years where 
the aid is digressive. Its intensity may amount to 100 % the first year but must have fallen in a linear fashion to zero by 
the end of the fifth year. 

70. In the case of non-digressive aid, its duration is limited to five years and its intensity must not exceed 50 % of the 
eligible costs. 

71. The aid aiming at the animation of the innovation cluster may be granted for a limited duration of 5 years except for 
the cases duly justified cases, and on the basis of convincing evidence submitted to the Competition Council by the 
provider and/or initiator of the state aid, where the aid for cluster animation may be granted for a period of maximum 
10 years. 

72. The eligible costs shall be the personnel and administrative costs relating to the following activities: 

a) marketing of the cluster to recruit new companies to take part in the cluster;  

b) management of the cluster’s open-access facilities; 
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c) organization of training programs, workshops and conferences to support knowledge sharing and networking 
between the members of the cluster. 

73. When notifying investment aid or aid for cluster animation, the provider and/or initiator must provide the 
Competition Council with an analysis of the technological specialization of the innovation cluster, existing regional 
potential, and existing research capacity, presence of clusters in the Republic of Moldova with similar purposes and 
potential market volumes of the activities in the cluster. 

74. The Competition Council must assess the compatibility of public funding of an innovation infrastructure operated 
based on open access within a science and innovation not-for-profit organization. 

75. The value of the state aid granted to innovation clusters (for each group) shall not exceed MDL 5 mln. 

Section 6. Aid cumulation 

76. As regards cumulation, the aid ceilings fixed under this Regulation shall apply regardless of whether the support for 
the aided project is financed entirely from State resources or is partly financed from external sources. 

77. Where the expenditure eligible for aid for R&D&I is eligible in whole or in part for aid for other purposes, the 
common portion will be subject to the most favorable ceiling under the applicable rules. 

78. Aid for R&D&I shall not be cumulated with de minimis support in respect of the same eligible expenses in order to 
circumvent the maximum aid intensities laid down in this Regulation. 

Section 7. Reporting and monitoring 

79. Pursuant the provisions of art. 19 from the Law no. 139 as of 15 June 2012 on the state aid and those of the 
Regulation on the state aid register, the state aid providers must submit annual reports to the Competition Council. 

80. In case of innovation clusters, the annual reports must also contain a brief description of activities thereof and 
efficiency thereof in attracting R&D&I activities. 

81. In case of innovation clusters, within the monitoring process, the Competition Council is entitled to request 
additional information related to the granted aid, aimed at verifying the fulfilment of all the conditions set in the 
decision authorizing the aid at issue. 

82. The present Regulation shall be apply pursuant the Competition Law no 183 as of 11.07.2012 (Official Gazette of 
the Republic of Moldova no 193-197 as of 14.09.52012) Law no 139 as of 15.06.2013 on the state aid (Official Gazette 
of the Republic of Moldova no 166-169a as of 16.08.2012), as well in accordance with the enactments approved by the 
Competition Council. 

Annex 1 

to the Regulation on state aid 

for research, development and innovation 

SPECIAL NOTIFICATION FORM FOR STATE AID SCHEMES 

FOR RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION 

The present Notification Form shall be used for the purpose of notifying any aid schemes covered by the Regulation on 
state aid for research, development and innovation (hereinafter Regulation). It shall be used equally for the schemes of 
state aid for research and innovation granted to the SMEs, which do not make the object of other regulations on aid for 

SMEs. 
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1. Basic characteristics of the notified measure 

Fill in the relevant notification form sections corresponding to the character of the notified measure. Find below a basic 
guide. 

A) Specify the aid type and fill under the relevant sub-sections from the Section 4 („State aid compatibility pursuant art. 5, 
para. (1) let. d) from the Law no 139 as of 11 June 2012 on the state aid) from the present Form: 

- Aid granted for research and development projects, fill in Section 4.1.; 

- Aid granted for technical feasibility studies, fill in Section 4.2.; 

- Aid granted for the costs of the industrial property rights for SMEs, fill in Section 4.3.; 

- Aid granted to young and innovative undertakings, fill in Section 4.4.; 

- Aid granted for the innovation of the process and organization in the service domain, fill in Section 4.5.; 

- Aid granted for advisory services in innovation and innovation support, fill in Section 4.6.; 

- Aid granted for loan of highly qualified personnel, fill in Section 4.7.; 

- Aid granted to innovation centers, fill in Section 4.8. 

Further, fill in Section 5 („Incentive effect and necessity of aid“) and Section 8 („Reporting and monitoring“) in order to 
provide the requested confirmations. 

B) The state aid scheme involves science and innovation organizations /innovation intermediaries? 

Yes No 

If yes, fill in Section 2 and/or 3 („Science and innovation organizations and innovation intermediaries “ and „ Indirect 
State aid to undertakings through publicly funded science and innovation organizations “) from the present Form. 

C) may the aid be combined with another aid? 

Yes No 

If yes, fill in Section 6 („Cumulation“) from the present Form. 

D) Aid granted for research and development concerns the products enumerated in Annex no. 1 to Regulation on 
notification form, examination and decision making procedure on state aid? 

Yes No 

If yes, fill in Section 7 („Special questions for agriculture and Fisheries “)from the present Form. 

E) Please confirm that, if a specific aid1/bonus for SME is granted, the beneficiaries meet the conditions of the SMEs the 
way these are defined in the legislation: 

Yes No 

                                                           
1 Measures from sections 4.3, 4.4, 4.6 and 4.7 of the present Form of additional information. Please note that the 
measure from section 4.4 shall be restricted to small enterprises. 
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F) If the scheme provides for authorization/purchase of activities/outcomes of the R&D from the undertakings by public 
authorities, the providers are selected on the basis of open tender procedure? 

Yes No 

If no, note that these payments made by public authorities in favor of undertakings shall involve as a rule the state aid. 

G) If appropriate, provide an exchange rate that was used for the notification: 

H) Confirm that any state aid granted on the basis of notification scheme shall be individually notified to the 
Competition Council it reaches the threshold for a detailed assessment provided for in the Regulation on the state aid 
for R&D&I. 

Yes No 

I) All the documents submitted by the providers as annexes to the General Form of Notification shall be numerated, 
and the document numbers shall be indicated in the relevant sections of the present Form. 

2. Science and innovation organization and innovation intermediaries  

as state aid beneficiaries 

2.1. Public funding of non-economic activities 

A) Science and innovation organization and not-for-profit innovation intermediaries perform economic activities 
(activity which involves provision of goods and/or services on a certain market)? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide a description of these activities: 

B) If the same organization performs both economic and non-economic activities, these two types of activities and 
costs thereof may clearly be separated? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide details: 

If yes, note that public funding of non-economic activities does not fall under art. 5 para. (3) from the Law no 139 as of 
15 June 2012 on state aid. If no, public funding of activities shall be qualified as state aid. 

2.2. Public funding of economic activities 

А) The provider can prove that: 

- the totality of the State funding has been passed on from science and innovation organization or from not-for profit 
innovation intermediaries (performing economic activities) to final beneficiaries; 

AND 

- no advantages shall be granted to intermediaries? 

Yes No 

Provide details and proofs: 
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If yes, note that intermediary organizations may not be beneficiaries of state aid. The common rules of the state aid 
shall apply to the aid granted to final beneficiaries. 

3. Indirect State aid to undertakings 

through publicly funded science and innovation organizations 

3.1. Research on behalf of undertakings 

A) The projects supported on the basis of notified schemes are carried on by science and innovation organizations on 
behalf of undertakings? 

Yes No 

B) If yes, science and innovation organizations (acting as agent) render a service to the undertaking (acting as principal) 
in situations where: 

- the agent receives payment of an adequate remuneration for its service 

Yes No 

AND 

- the principal specifies the terms and conditions of this service? 

Yes No 

Provide details: 

C) science and innovation organizations render services at market price? 

Yes No 

If there is no market price, the research organization provides its service at a price which reflects its full costs plus a 
reasonable margin? 

Yes No 

Provide details: 

If science and innovation organizations render services and the answer to one of the questions from p. C is affirmative, 
as a rule there is no state aid transfer to undertakings through science and innovation organization. 

3.2. Collaboration between undertakings and science and innovation organizations 

A) The collaboration project is carried out in cooperation by undertakings and science and innovation organizations? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide details on partnerships. 

B) If yes, participating undertakings bear the full cost of the projects supported under the notified scheme? 

Yes No 
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The results which do not give rise to intellectual property rights are widely disseminated AND any intellectual property 
rights which result from the activity of the science and innovation organization are fully allocated to the science and 
innovation organization? 

Yes No 

The science and innovation organizations receive from the participating undertakings compensation equivalent to the 
market price for the intellectual property rights which result from the activity of the science and innovation 
organization carried out in the project and which are transferred to the participating undertakings? 

Yes No 

Provide details (Note that any contribution of the participating undertakings to the costs of the science and innovation 
organization shall be deducted from such compensation): 

C) If none of the answers to questions from p. B is affirmative, the provider shall rely on the individual assessment of 
collaboration projects2. Provide individual assessment of the collaboration project, taking account of the above 
mentioned elements. Please attach to the notification the contractual agreements. 

If none of the answers to questions from p. B is affirmative, and the individual assessment of collaboration projects does 
not lead to the conclusion that no state aid is granted, the Competition Council shall consider the total value of science 
and innovation organization contribution and the innovation brought to the project as being aid to undertakings. 

4. Compatibility of aid under art. 5 para. (1) let. d) 

from the Law no 139 as of 15 June 2012 on state aid. 

4.1. Aid for R&D projects 

4.1.1. Research category 

A) Specify which of the R&D phases are supported based on the notified aid scheme: 

 

earch; 

 

Make examples of important projects to be performed within the notified measure: 

B) If individual projects encompass different research categories, explain the way this hall be taken account of while 
establishing the maximum aid intensity to a certain project (maximum aid intensity shall reflect the pahases of the 
concerned research). 

4.1.2. Eligible costs 

All eligible costs shall be allocated to a specific R&D category. Specify (or tick) below. 

 Fundamental 
 research 

Industrial  
research 

Experimental 
development 

                                                           
2 There may also be no State aid where the assessment of the contractual agreement between the partners leads 
to the conclusion that any intellectual property rights to the R&D&I results as well as access rights to the results 
are allocated to the different partners of the collaboration and adequately reflect their respective interests, work 
packages, and financial and other contributions to the project. 
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Personnel costs 
 

   

Expenses for 
 instruments and  

equipment 
 

   

Costs for  
buildings and 

 lands 
 

   

Cost of 
 Contractual 

 research, 
 technical knowledge  

and  
patents bought or 

 licensed from  
outside sources at  

market prices, 
 

   

Additional expenses  
supported directly 

 as a result of 
research project 

 

   

Other operating  
expenses 

 

   

4.1.3. Aid intensities and bonuses 

The aid intensity shall be calculated on the basis of the eligible costs of the project. It shall be set for each aid 
beneficiary, including within a collaboration project.3 

A) Basic intensities (without bonuses)4: 

 Fundamental research 
 

Industrial research 
 

Experimental  
development 

 

Maximum aid intensity 
 

   

 

B) Bonuses: 

The project supported benefit of a bonus? 

                                                           
3 For the state aid to R&D project performed in collaboration between science and innovation organizations and 
undertakings, the combined aid resulting from the direct governmental support for a specific research project 
where it is qualified as state aid, the contributions brought to the science and innovation organizations to that 
project may not exceed the corresponding state aid intensities for each beneficiary undertaking. 
4 The aid intensity may not exceed 100% for fundamental research, 50% for industrial research and 25% for 
experimental development. 
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Yes No 

If yes, specify below. 

• The bonus for the SME is applied based on the notified scheme? 

Yes No 

Specify the corresponding bonus level5: 

•The bonus for an efficient collaboration between undertakings (i) or the cooperation between an undertaking with a 
science and innovation organization (ii) or (only for industrial research projects) for dissemination of results (iii) shall be 
applied based on the notified aid scheme? 

Yes No 

(i) the project involves effective collaboration between at least two undertakings which are independent of each other 
and the following conditions are fulfilled; 

ts of the collaboration project; 

AND 

-border, that is to say, the research and 
development activities are carried out in at least two different states. 

Specify the appropriate bonus level6: 

(ii) ) If a bonus is applied for effective collaboration between an undertaking and a research organization, particularly in 
the context of co-ordination of national R&D policies, confirm if the following conditions are fulfilled: 

organization bears at least 10 % of the eligible project costs; 

AND 

organization has the right to publish the results of the research projects insofar as they stem from 
research implemented by that organization. 

Specify the appropriate bonus level7: 

(iii) If in case of industrial research, a bonus is applied for the widely disseminated project results, specify at least one of 
the following widely dissemination methods: 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 The aid intensity may be increased by 10 percent for medium enterprises and by 20 percent for small enterprises. 

 
6 The aid intensity may be increased by 15 percent, but up to 80% maximum. 

7 The aid intensity may be increased by 15 percent, but up to 80% maximum. This bonus shall not apply to the research 
organization. 
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in open source software. 

Specify the appropriate bonus level8: 

C) Specify the total intensity of the aid for projects supported on the basis of notified aid scheme (taking account of 
bonuses) (%): 

4.1.4. Special conditions for the repayable advance 

A) The aid to R&D project may be granted in the form of a repayable advance? 

Yes No 

B) If yes, the aid granted in the form of a repayable advance based on the notified scheme shall be expressed as gross 
grant equivalent9? 

Yes No 

If yes, what is the intensity of repayable advance aid expressed as gross grant equivalent applied based on the notified 
scheme: 

Additionally, provide the complete methodology applied AND the data which may be verified and on which the above 
mentioned methodology is grounded: 

C) If the aid may not be expressed as gross grant equivalent, which is the level of the repayable advance expressed as 
percent from the eligible costs: 

If the ratios of the repayable advance granted to the R&D project are higher than those indicated in the Regulation on 
the state aid for R&D&I: 

- Please notify to the Competition Council the detailed information on reimbursement in case of a success and clearly 
define the expectations related to a positive result of the research activities; 

AND 

- confirm the following: 

rate at least equal to the applicable rate of the National Bank of Moldova, at the moment of loan; 

ding the outcome defined as successful, the measure must provide that the state aid 
provider should be entitled to request additional payments beyond repayment of the advance amount including 
interest according to the applicable rate of the National Bank of Moldova, at the moment of loan; 

the degree of success of the project. 

4.1.5. Special conditions for fiscal facilities 

                                                           
8 The aid intensity may be increased by 15 percent, but up to 80% maximum. 

 
9 Gross grant equivalent of a repayable advance reflects the possibility that the advanced is reimbursed by 
beneficiaries. 
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A) The aid for R&D projects granted based on the notified scheme shall take the form of a fiscal facility? 

Yes No 

If the aid for a R&D project is granted in the form of a fiscal facility, provide assessment studies in order to 

allow the Competition Council to assess the incentive effect of the state aid in the form of fiscal facility for 

R&D. 

B) If yes, specify the way the aid intensities shall be calculated: 

 

ible R&D&I costs incurred in a period not exceeding 
three consecutive fiscal years; 

: 

Provide details related to the applied calculation method: 

4.2. Aid for technical feasibility studies 

4.2.1. General conditions 

The studies prepare: 

esearch; 

 

4.2.2. Aid intensities 

Specify the maximum aid intensity 10(%) granted to SMEs: 

Specify the maximum aid intensity 11(%) granted to big enterprises: 

The aid intensity shall be calculated on the basis of the costs of the project feasibility studies. 

4.3. Aid for industrial property rights costs for SMEs 

4.3.1. Conditions 

What is the research phase concerned? 

 

research; 

                                                           
10 for SMEs, the aid intensity shall not exceed 75 % for studies preparatory to industrial research activities and 50 % for 
studies preparatory to experimental development activities  

 
11 for large undertakings, the aid intensity shall not exceed 65 % for studies preparatory to industrial research activities 
and 40 % for studies preparatory to experimental development activities 
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4.3.2. Eligible costs and aid intensities 

A) Specify the eligible costs: 

 

ation of the right in other legal 
jurisdictions; 

opposition proceedings. 

B) Specify the maximum aid intensity (%)12: 

4.4. Aid for young innovative enterprises (small enterprises) 

Confirm that: 

A) 
granted and 

B)  

Confirm that the present condition is observed through: 

shall prove that the beneficiary will in the foreseeable future develop 
products, services or processes which are technologically new or substantially improved compared to the state of the 
art in its industry in the Community, and which carry a risk of technological or industrial failure; 

OR 

the three years preceding the granting of the aid or in the case of a start-up enterprise without any financial history, in 
the audit of its current fiscal period, as certified by an external auditor. 

Provide details on the way of applying this condition: 

C) Specify the maximum aid value applied on the basis of notified scheme: 

Confirm that the aid granted to young innovative enterprises shall not exceed MDL 3 mln. 

D) Confirm that: 

ng the period in which it 
qualifies as a young innovative enterprise. 

E) The undertaking benefit from a cumulation of aid? 

Yes No 

                                                           
12 The maximum aid levels correspond to the same aid levels as if it was qualified as R&D aid as to the research 
activities which lead firstly to the industrial property rights. 
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If yes, specify the way in which the specific cumulation norms applied to the aid granted to young innovative 
enterprises shall be observed. 

4.5. Aid for process and organizational innovation in services 

4.5.1. General conditions 

A) What is the innovation type in the service activities concerned by the notified scheme? 

 

organizational innovation in services. 

Provide a detailed description of innovation in services (process and/or organization): 

B) Confirm that: 

organizational innovation must always be related to the use and exploitation of Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) to change the organization; 

project costs; 

oject must be the development of a standard, of a business model, methodology or concept, 
which can be systematically reproduced, possibly certified, and possibly patented; 

organizational innovation must be new or substantially improved compared to the state of the art in its 
industry on the state territory; 

organizational innovation project must entail a clear degree of risk; 

ported sector and if 
the participating SMEs bear at least 30% of total eligible costs. 

Provide details/proofs for all these elements: 

4.5.2. Eligible costs and aid intensities 

A) Specify the eligible costs: 

 eligible costs 
 

Personnel costs 
 

 

Costs for instruments and equipment 
 

 

costs for building and land, 
 

 

cost of contractual research, 
 technical knowledge and patents bought  

or licensed from outside sources at market prices; 
 

 

additional overheads incurred directly  
as a result of the research project; 
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other operating expenses, 
 

 

B) Specify the maximum aid intensity13 for big enterprises (%): 

Specify the maximum aid intensity 14for medium enterprises (%): 

Specify the maximum aid intensity15 for small enterprises (%): 

The aid intensity shall be calculated on the basis of project eligible costs. 

4.6. Aid for innovation advisory services and for innovation support services (for SMEs) 

4.6.1. General conditions 

A) Specify the maximum aid value (which shall not exceed MDl 3 mln per beneficiary during any period of three years) 

B) Confirm that: 

% of the eligible costs; 

market price (or if the service provider is a non-for-profit 
entity, at a price which reflects its full costs plus a reasonable margin). 

Provide details about the way this shall be ensured. 

4.6.2. Eligible costs 

A) Specify the type of aid granted? 

Aid for innovation advisory services; 

. 

B) Specify the eligible costs for the aid for innovation advisory services: 

 

 

 

 

advisory for acquisition, protection and trade in Intellectual Property Rights and for licensing agreements; 

advisory on the use of standards. 

                                                           
13 The maximum intensity of the aid is 15% from the eligible costs. 

 
14 The maximum intensity of the aid is 25% from the eligible costs. 

 
15 The maximum intensity of the aid is 35% from the eligible costs. 
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C) Specify the eligible costs for the aid for innovation support services: 

 

 

 libraries 

 

 

 

 

4.6.3. Special conditions for a not-for-profit entity 

If the service provider is a not-for-profit entity, the aid may be given in the form of a reduced price, as the difference 
between the price paid and the market price (or a price which reflects full costs plus a reasonable margin). 

A) The aid is granted in the form of a reduced price? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence about the existence of a system to ensure the transparency related to the total costs of 
innovation advisory services and for innovation support services, as well related to the price paid by the beneficiaries 
insofar the granted aid could be quantified and monitored. 

4.7. Aid for the loan of highly qualified personnel (for SMEs) 

4.7.1. General conditions 

A) Where the highly qualified personnel come from? 

organizations; 

 

If possible provide details about the science and innovation organizations and big enterprises 

B) Confirm that: 

 

. 

Specify this newly created function: 

least two years in the research organization or the large enterprise; 

 

4.7.2. Eligible costs and aid intensities 

A) Specify the eligible costs: 
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ploying highly qualified personnel 

ance for the seconded personnel 

B) advisory costs (payment of the service rendered by the expert, without employing the expert in 
the undertaking) are excluded from the eligible costs of the aid granted for temporary employing the highly qualified. 

C) Specify the maximum aid intensity16 (%) 

4.8. Aid for innovation clusters 

4.8.1. General conditions 

A) What type of aid is granted to beneficiaries? 

 

Operational aid for animation of cluster. 

B) Confirm that: 

erating the innovation clusters; 

beneficiaries are responsible for managing the participation and access to premises, facilities and activities of the 
centers; 

Provide details: 

 

C) Taxes for using facilities of the centers and participating to centers activities reflect their costs? 

Yes No 

If yes, demonstrate the way this is ensured: 

If no, provided details (notably on the presence of this aid in the meaning of art. 5 para. (3) from the Law no 139 as of 
15 June 2012 on the state aid): 

D) Attach an analysis of the technological specialization of the innovation center, existing regional potential, and 
existing research capacity, presence of clusters with similar purposes in the country and potential market volumes of 
the activities in the center. 

4.8.2. Special conditions on the investment aid granted for animation of cluster 

A) What is the type of investment? 

clusters; 

clusters; 

 

                                                           
16 Maximum intensity represents 50% of the eligible costs, for a period of maximum 3 years per undertaking and person 
borrowed. 
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B) What are the facilities provided by the aid? 

center; 

-access research infrastructures: laboratory, testing facility; 

 

C) Specify the eligible costs: 

 

 

 

 

D) What is the basic aid intensity (%)17: 

E) Is there any bonus granted to beneficiaries? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify bellow: 

• A bonus is applied to the SME? 

Yes No 

Specify the bonus level granted to small enterprises18 

Specify the bonus level granted to medium enterprises19 

4.8.3. Special conditions on the operating aid granted for animation of cluster 

A) For what period the aid is granted.........years 

If the aid is granted for duration of more than five years, provide conclusive evidence to justify the longer period of 
time20. 

B) The aid decreases in proportion? 

Yes No 

                                                           
17 Maximum intensity represents 15% of the eligible costs. 

 
18 18 The intensity may be increased by 20 percent in case of small enterprises. 

 
19 The intensity may be increased by maximum 10 percent in case of medium enterprises. 

 
20 In any of the situations, the duration may not exceed 10 years. 

 



27 
 

C) Specify the eligible costs: 

 

-access facilities; 

organization of training programs, workshops and conferences to support knowledge sharing and networking 
between the members of the cluster. 

D) Aid intensity; 

- aid which decreases in proportion (the rates of decrease in proportion shall be specified for each year)21 

- aid which does not decrease in proportion 22(%): 

5. Incentive effect and aid necessity 

General condition 

Confirm that, at the moment of granting the aid on the basis of the notified measure, actions shall be taken insofar the 
R&D&I activities performed by the individual beneficiaries must not commence prior to the aid application or the 
decision of granting it, in case of a state aid in the shape of fiscal facilities. 

Yes 

Provide details related to the way this condition shall be observed. 

If the aided is granted for projects of large enterprises or SMEs, where it exceeds MDL 7,5 mln, for process and 
organizational innovation in services and for innovation clusters, please specify that the incentive effect shall be 
assessed bases on at least one of the bellow indicators: 

 

pe; 

 

increase in the total amounts allocated to research, development and innovation; 

 

Provide details about the way this assessment shall be carried out. 

6. Cumulation 

A) The aid is granted on the basis of the notified scheme in combination with other aid23? 

                                                           
21 The intensity may represent 100% in case of eligible costs in first year, but it must be decreased linearly to zero by 
the end of the fifth year. 

 
22 22 The maximum aid intensity represents 50% from eligible costs 

 
23 Note that the Aid for R&D&I shall not be cumulated with de minimis support in respect of the same eligible expenses 
in order to circumvent the maximum aid intensities laid down in this regulation. 
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Yes No 

B) If yes describe the cumulation rules applied to the notified aid scheme. 

C) Specify the way of observing the cumulation rules on the basis of the notified aid scheme: 

7. Specific questions related to agriculture and fisheries 

A) The aid for R&D is related to the products enlisted in Annex 1to the Regulation on the notification form, procedures 
of examination and decision making regarding the state aid? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify the type of products: 

B) If yes, answer the following questions: 

- the aid presents a general interest for private sector or the sector at issue? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence: 

- information on carrying out research and its objectives have been published on internet before the beginning of the 
research and the published information contain an approximate date of anticipated results and the place of publication 
on internet thereof, also a note that the result shall be available for free? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence and specify the web address: 

- the results of the research shall be available on internet for at least 5 years and it can be confirmed that the 
information available on internet shall not be published later than any other information which could be provided to 
the members of any special organization? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence 

- the aid is granted directly to the research institution or body AND it excludes the direct granting of an aid for other 
activities than those of research to a commercial entity which produces, processes or promotes agricultural products, 
as well price subventioning for the manufacturers of such products? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence: 

In case of affirmative answers to the four conditions contained in p. B, there may be allowed aid intensity up to 100%. If 
not, the cases of state aid for research and development of the products enlisted in Annex 1 to Regulation on the 
notification form, procedures of state aid examination and decision making shall be assessed based on the general rules 
of the Regulation on research, development and innovation. 

C) Specify the total aid intensity (%): 
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8.Reporting and monitoring 

8.1. Annual reports 

The present commitment to report does not bring prejudice to the reporting obligation pursuant the Regulation on state 
aid register. 

A) You must commit to provide the Competition Council with annual reports on the application of the notified aid 
scheme, which shall include all bellow enlisted elements. 

- beneficiary name; 

- aid value per beneficiary; 

- aid intensity; 

- sectors of activity within which the subventioned project is carried out. 

Yes 

B) You must commit to explain in the annual report on any aid granted to large enterprises on the basis of authorized 
scheme, the way the incentive effect have been observed in case of an aid granted to these enterprises 

8.2. Access to full schemes text 

A) You must commit to publish on the internet the full text of final aid schemes as authorized by the Competition 
Council. 

 

Specify the web address: 

B) Confirm that the scheme as authorized by the Competition Council shall not be applied prior to publishing the 
information on the internet (according to the requirements set up in p. A above). 

 

8.3. Information, monitoring sheets 

A) For all cases where the R&D&I aid is granted on the basis of aid schemes which do not need individual notification, 
and exceeds the amount of MDL 3 mln24, provide the Competition Council, within 20 calendaristic days from granting 
by the competent authority, with information requested in the standard form. 

 

B) Please commit to keep the detailed reports on state aid granting, including all the necessary information in order to 
establish the observance of eligible costs and maximum permitted aid intensity. 

 

C) Please commit to take measures to keep the detailed reports mentioned above in section B stored for 10 years from 
the date of aid granting. 

                                                           
24 If appropriate, provide an exchange rate used at the moment of answering this question. 
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D) Please provide upon the request of the Competition Council, the reports mentioned above in Section B. 

 Yes 

9. Other information 

Provide any other information you consider necessary for assessing the measure (s) concerned under the Regulation on 
state aid for R&D&I. 

Annex 2 

To the Regulation on state aid  

for research, development and innovation 

SPECIAL NOTIFICATION FORM FOR THE INDIVIDUAL STATE AID 

FOR RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION 

The present Notification Form shall be used for the purpose of notifying any individual aid covered by the Regulation on 
state aid for research, development and innovation (hereinafter Regulation). It shall be used equally for the individual 
state aid for research and innovation granted to the SMEs, which do not make the object of other regulations. 

1. Basic characteristics of the notified measure 

Fill in the relevant notification form sections corresponding to the character of the notified measure. Notably note that 
Section 8 must be filled in only if the notified measure makes the object of a detailed assessment, specifically only if the 
condition (-s) from the Section 7 is (are) observed. Find below a basic guide. 

A) Specify the aid type and fill under the relevant sections from the Section 4 („State aid compatibility pursuant art. 5, 
para. (1) let. d) from the Law no 139 as of 11 June 2012 on the state aid) from the present Form: 
- Aid granted for research and development projects, fill in Section 4.1.; 
- Aid granted for technical feasibility studies, fill in Section 4.2.; 
- Aid granted for the costs of the industrial property rights for SMEs, fill in Section 4.3.; 
- Aid granted to young and innovative undertakings, fill in Section 4.4.; 
- Aid granted for the innovation of the process and organization in the service domain, fill in Section 4.5.; 
- Aid granted for advisory services and for innovation support services provided by innovation intermediaries, fill in 
Section 4.6.; 
Aid granted for loan of highly qualified personnel, fill in Section 4.7.; 
- Aid granted to innovation clusters, fill in Section 4.8. 
 
Further, fill in Section 5 („Incentive effect and necessity of aid“) in order to verify the incentive effect, Section 6 (“Criteria 
determining a detailed assessment through comparative analysis”) in order to verify if the notified aid makes the object 
of a detailed assessment, Section 7 (“Additional information for a detailed assessment”) and Section 10 („Reporting and 
monitoring“). 

B) The state aid involves science and innovation organizations /innovation intermediaries? 

Yes No 

If yes, fill in Section 2 and/or 3 („Science and innovation organizations and innovation intermediaries “and „ Indirect 
State aid to undertakings through publicly funded science and innovation organizations “) from the present additional 
information form. 
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C) may the aid be combined with another aid? 

Yes No 

If yes, fill in Section 9 („Cumulation“) from the present additional information Form. 

D) Aid granted for research and development concerns the products enumerated in Annex no. 1 to Regulation on 
notification form, examination and decision making procedure on state aid? 

Yes No 

If yes, fill in Section 10 („Special questions for agriculture and Fisheries “) from the present additional information Form. 

E) If the notified individual aid is grounded on an authorized scheme, provide details on the scheme: 

F) Please confirm that, if a specific aid/bonus25 for SME is granted, the beneficiary meets the conditions of the SMEs the 
way these are defined in the legislation: 

Yes No 

Provide relevant information and evidence: 

G) If the scheme provides for authorization/purchase of activities/outcomes of the R&D from the undertakings by 
public authorities, the providers are selected on the basis of open tender procedure? 

Yes No 

If no, note that these payments made by public authorities in favor of undertakings shall involve as a rule the state aid. 

H) If appropriate, provide an exchange rate that was used for the notification: 

I) All the documents submitted by the providers as annexes to the Form of Notification shall be numerated, and the 
document numbers shall be indicated in the relevant sections of the present additional information Form. 

2. Science and innovation organization and innovation intermediaries 

as state aid beneficiaries 

If the notified project involves more science and innovation organizations or innovation intermediaries, please, provide 
below information for each of these. 

2.1. Public funding of non-economic activities 

A) Science and innovation organization and not-for-profit innovation intermediaries perform economic activities 
(activity which involves provision of goods and/or services on a certain market)? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide a description of these activities: 

B) If the same organization performs both economic and non-economic activities, these two types of activities and 
costs thereof may clearly be separated? 

                                                           
25 Measures from sections 4.3, 4.4, 4.6 and 4.7 of the present special Form of notification. Please note that the measure 
from section 4.4 shall be restricted to small enterprises. 
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Yes No 

If yes, provide details: 

If yes, note that public funding of non-economic activities does not fall under art. 5 para. (3) from the Law no 139 as of 
15 June 2012 on state aid. If no, public funding of activities shall be qualified as state aid. 

2.2. Public funding of economic activities 

А) The provider can prove that: 

- the totality of the State funding has been passed on from science and innovation organization or from not-for profit 
innovation intermediaries (performing economic activities) to final beneficiaries; 

AND 

- no advantages shall be granted to intermediaries? 

Yes No 

Provide details and proofs: 

If yes, note that intermediary organizations may not be beneficiaries of state aid. The common rules of the state aid 
shall apply to the aid granted to final beneficiaries. 

3. Indirect State aid to undertakings through publicly funded science and innovation organizations 

If the notified project involves more science and innovation organizations or innovation intermediaries, please, provide 
below information for each of these 

3.1. Research on behalf of undertakings 

A) The project supported is carried on by science and innovation organizations on behalf of undertakings? 

Yes No 

B) If yes, science and innovation organizations (acting as agent) render a service to the undertaking (acting as principal) 
in situations where: 

- the agent receives payment of an adequate remuneration for its service 

Yes No 

- the principal specifies the terms and conditions of this service? 

Yes No 

Provide details: 

Science and innovation organizations render services at market price? 

Yes No 

If there is no market price, the science and innovation organization provides services at a price which reflects its full 
costs plus a reasonable margin? 

Yes No 
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Provide details: 

If a science and innovation organization renders services and the answer to one of the questions from p. C is affirmative, 
as a rule there is no state aid transfer to undertakings through science and innovation organization. 

3.2. Collaboration between undertakings and science and innovation organizations 

A) The collaboration project is carried out in cooperation by undertakings and science and innovation organizations? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide details on partnerships. 

B) If yes, participating undertakings bear the full cost of the projects supported under the notified scheme? 

Yes No 

The results which do not give rise to intellectual property rights are widely disseminated and any intellectual property 
rights which result from the activity of the science and innovation organization are fully allocated to the science and 
innovation organization? 

Yes No 

The science and innovation organizations receive from the participating undertakings compensation equivalent to the 
market price for the intellectual property rights which result from the activity of the science and innovation 
organization carried out in the project and which are transferred to the participating undertakings? 

Yes No 

Provide details (Note that any contribution of the participating undertakings to the costs of the science and innovation 
organization shall be deducted from such compensation): 

C) If none of the answers to questions from p. B is affirmative, the provider shall rely on the individual assessment of 
collaboration projects. 

Provide individual assessment of the collaboration project, taking account of the above mentioned elements. Please 
attach to the notification the contractual agreements. 

If none of the answers to questions from p. B is affirmative, and the individual assessment of collaboration projects does 
not lead to the conclusion that no state aid is granted, the Competition Council shall consider the total value of science 
and innovation organization contribution and the innovation brought to the project as being aid to undertakings. 

4. Compatibility of aid under art. 5 para. (1) let. d) from the Law no 139 as of 15 June 2012 on state aid 

If the notified project involves more beneficiaries, please provide below information for each of these. 

4.1. Aid for R&D projects 

4.1.1. Research category 

A) Specify which of the R&D phases are supported based on the notified aid measure: 

 

research; 

 



34 
 

B) If R&D projects encompass different research categories, list and qualify various responsibilities as being included in 
the fundamental or industrial research or experimental development, or as being included in none of these categories. 

4.1.2. Eligible costs 

All eligible costs shall be allocated to a specific R&D category. Specify the eligible costs and indicate their value. 

 Fundamental research 
 

Industrial research 
 

Experimental development 
 

Personnel costs 
 

   

Expenses for instruments 
 and equipment 

 

   

Costs for buildings and 
 lands 

 

   

Cost of contractual  
research, 

 technical knowledge  
and patents bought 

 or licensed from 
outside  

sources at market  
prices, 

   

Additional expenses  
supported directly as a 

 result of research  
project 

   

Other operating  
expenses 

 

   

4.1.3. Aid intensities and bonuses 

The aid intensity shall be calculated on the basis of the eligible costs of the project. It shall be set for each aid 
beneficiary, including within a collaboration project.26 

A) Basic intensities (without bonuses)27: 

 Fundamental research 
 

Industrial research 
 

Experimental  
development 

 

                                                           
26 For the state aid to R&D project performed in collaboration between science and innovation organizations and 
undertakings, the combined aid resulting from the direct governmental support for a specific research project where it 
is qualified as state aid, the contributions brought to the science and innovation organizations to that project may not 
exceed the corresponding state aid intensities for each beneficiary undertaking. 

 
27 The aid intensity may not exceed 100% for fundamental research, 50% for industrial research and 25% for 
experimental development 
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Maximum 
aid intensity 

 

   

B) Bonuses: 

The bonuses are applied based on the notified measure? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify below. 

Shall a bonus for SME apply? 

Specify the appropriate bonus level28: 

The bonus for efficient collaboration between undertakings (i) or the cooperation between an undertaking with a 
science and innovation organization (ii) or (only for industrial research projects) for dissemination of results (iii) shall be 
applied based on the notified aid scheme? 

Yes No 

i) If a bonus is applied for effective collaboration between at least two undertakings which are independent of each other 
and the following conditions are fulfilled; 
 

no single undertaking must bear more than 70 % of the eligible costs of the collaboration project; 
AND 

-border, that is to say, the research and 
development activities are carried out in at least two different states. 

Specify the appropriate bonus level29. 

(ii) If a bonus is applied for effective collaboration between an undertaking and a research organization, particularly in 
the context of co-ordination of national R&D policies, confirm if the following conditions are fulfilled: 

organization bears at least 10 % of the eligible project costs; 

AND 

organization has the right to publish the results of the research projects insofar as they stem from 
research implemented by that organization 

Specify the appropriate bonus level30: 

                                                           
28 Aid intensity may be increased by 10 percent for medium enterprises and by 20 percent for small enterprises. 

 
29 The aid intensity may be increased by 15 percent, but up to 80%. 

 
30 The aid intensity may be increased by 15 percent, but up to 80% maximum. This bonus shall not apply to the research 
organization. 
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(iii) If in case of industrial research, a bonus is applied for the widely disseminated project results, specify at least one of 
the following widely dissemination methods: 

 

ls; 

 

 

Specify the appropriate bonus level31: 

C) Specify the total intensity of the aid for projects supported on the basis of notified aid measures (taking account of 
bonuses) (%): 

4.1.4. Special conditions for the repayable advance 

A) The aid to R&D project may be granted in the form of a repayable advance? 

Yes No 

B) The aid granted in the form of a repayable advance based on the notified measure shall be expressed as gross grant 
equivalent32? 

Yes No 

If yes, what is the intensity of repayable advance aid expressed as gross grant equivalent? 

Additionally, specify on what authorized aid scheme the aid is granted and provide detail related to the complete 
methodology applied to establish gross grant equivalent on which the data to be verified is grounded: 

C) If the aid may not be expressed as gross grant equivalent, which is the level of the repayable advance expressed as 
percent from the eligible costs: 

If the ratios of the repayable advance granted to the R&D project are higher than those indicated in Section 8.1.2 (up to 
maximum ratios indicated in Section 2.1.5) from the Regulation on the state aid for R&D&I: 

- Please notify to the Competition Council the detailed information on reimbursement in case of a success and clearly 
define the expectations related to a positive result of the research activities; 

AND 

- confirm the following: 

rate at least equal to the applicable rate of the National Bank of Moldova, at the moment of loan; 

                                                           
31 The aid intensity may be increased by 15 percent, but up to 80%. 

 
32 The gross grant equivalent of a repayable advance reflects the probability that the advance shall be reimbursed by 
the beneficiaries. 
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 of a success exceeding the outcome defined as successful, the measure must provide that the state aid 
provider should be entitled to request additional payments beyond repayment of the advance amount including 
interest according to the applicable rate of the National Bank of Moldova, at the moment of loan; 

the degree of success of the project 

4.2. Aid for technical feasibility studies 

4.2.1. General conditions 

The studies prepare: 

 

 

4.2.2. Aid intensities 

Specify the maximum aid intensity33 (%) 

The aid intensity shall be calculated on the basis of the costs of the project feasibility studies. 

4.3. Aid for industrial property rights costs for SMEs 

4.3.1. Conditions 

What is the research phase concerned? 

 

research; 

 

4.3.2. Eligible costs and aid intensities 

A) Specify the eligible costs and their values: 

 

jurisdictions; 

incurred in defending the validity of the right during the official prosecution of the application and possible 
opposition proceedings 

B) Specify the maximum intensity34: 

                                                           
33 For SMEs, the aid intensity shall not exceed 75 % for studies preparatory to industrial research activities and 50 % for 
studies preparatory to experimental development activities. For large undertakings, the aid intensity shall not exceed 
65 % for studies preparatory to industrial research activities and 40 % for studies preparatory to experimental 
development activities. 

 



38 
 

4.4. Aid for young innovative enterprises (small enterprises) 

Confirm that: 

A) ficiary is a small enterprise, as provided for by the definition in the current legislation, that has been of 
existence for less than 6 years at the time when the aid is granted; 
Provide details and evidence. 

B) ion. 

Confirm that the present condition is observed through: 

develop products, services or processes which are technologically new or substantially improved compared to the state 
of the art in its industry in the Community, and which carry a risk of technological or industrial failure; 

OR 

t least one of 
the three years preceding the granting of the aid or in the case of a start-up enterprise without any financial history, in 
the audit of its current fiscal period, as certified by an external auditor. 

Provide details on the way of applying this condition: 

C) Specify the maximum aid value applied on the basis of notified measure: 

D) Confirm that: 

qualifies as a young innovative enterprise. 

E) The undertaking benefit from a cumulation of aid? 

Yes 

If yes, specify the way in which the specific cumulation norms applied to the aid granted to young innovative 
enterprises (Section 8.4. from the Regulation on state aid on R&D&I)shall be observed. 

4.5. Aid for process and organizational innovation in services 

4.5.1. General conditions 

A) What is the innovation type in the service activities concerned by the notified measure? 

 

organizational innovation in services. 

Provide a detailed description of innovation in services (process and/or organization): 

B) Confirm that: 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
34 The maximum aid levels correspond to the same aid levels as if it was qualified as R&D aid as to the research activities which lead 
firstly to the industrial property rights. 
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organizational innovation must always be related to the use and exploitation of Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) to change the organization; 

project costs; 

odel, methodology or concept, 
which can be systematically reproduced, possibly certified, and possibly patented; 

organizational innovation must be new or substantially improved compared to the state of the art in its 
industry on the state territory; 

organizational innovation project must entail a clear degree of risk; 

the participating SMEs bear at least 30% of total eligible costs. 

Provide details/proofs for all these elements: 

4.5.2. Eligible costs and aid intensities 

A) Specify the eligible costs and their value: 

 eligible costs 
 

Personnel costs 
 

 

Costs for instruments and equipment 
 

 

costs for building and land  

cost of contractual research, 
 technical knowledge and patents bought or 

 licensed from outside sources at market prices; 
 

 

additional overheads 
incurred directly as a result of the research project; 

 

 

other operating expenses, 
 

 

B) Specify the maximum aid intensity35 (%): 

The aid intensity shall be calculated on the basis of project eligible costs  

4.6. Aid for innovation advisory services and for innovation support services (for SMEs) 

4.6.1. General conditions 

A) Specify the maximum aid value (which shall not exceed MDL 3 mln per beneficiary during any period of three years): 

                                                           
35 The maximum aid intensity represents 15% from the eligible costs for large enterprises; 25% from the eligible costs for medium 
enterprises; 35% from the eligible costs for small enterprises. 
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B) Confirm that: 

% of the eligible costs; 

-for-profit 
entity, at a price which reflects its full costs plus a reasonable margin). 

Provide details about the way this shall be ensured. 

4.6.2. Eligible costs 

A) Specify the type of eligible costs? 

 

 

B) Specify the eligible costs for the aid for innovation advisory services, and their values: 

nt consulting; 

 

 

 

advisory for acquisition, protection and trade in Intellectual Property Rights and for licensing agreements; 

advisory on the use of standards. 

C) Specify the eligible costs for the aid for innovation support services, and their values: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.6.3. Special conditions for a not-for-profit entity 

If the service provider is a not-for-profit entity, the aid may be given in the form of a reduced price, as the difference 
between the price paid and the market price (or a price which reflects full costs plus a reasonable margin). 

A) The aid is granted in the form of a reduced price? 

Yes No 
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If yes, provide evidence about the existence of a system to ensure the transparency related to the total costs of 
innovation advisory services and for innovation support services, as well related to the price paid by the beneficiaries 
insofar the granted aid could be quantified and monitored. 

4.7. Aid for the loan of highly qualified personnel (for SMEs) 

4.7.1. General conditions 

A) Where the highly qualified personnel come from? 

organizations; 

 enterprises. 

If possible provide details about the science and innovation organizations and big enterprises. 

B) Confirm that: 

 

n the beneficiary undertaking. 

Specify this newly created function: 

organization or the large enterprise; 

g the aid. 

4.7.2. Eligible costs and aid intensities 

A) Specify the eligible costs and their level: 

ng highly qualified personnel 

ance for the seconded personnel 

B) advisory costs (payment of the service rendered by the expert, without employing the expert in 
the undertaking) are excluded from the eligible costs of the aid granted for temporary employing the highly qualified. 

C) Specify the maximum aid intensity 36(%): 

4.8. Aid for innovation clusters 

4.8.1. General conditions 

A) What type of aid is granted to beneficiaries? 

 

 

B) Confirm that: 

                                                           
36 The maximum aid intensity represents 50% from the eligible costs, for a maximum period of 3 years per undertaking and person 
borrowed. 
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erating the innovation clusters; 

cluster; 

Provide details: 

 

C) Taxes for using facilities of the centers and participating to centers activities reflect their costs? 

Yes No 

If yes, demonstrate the way this is ensured: 

If no, provided details (notably on the presence of this aid in the meaning of art. 5 para. (3) from the Law no 139 as of 
15 June 2012 on the state aid): 

D) Attach an analysis of the technological specialization of the innovation, existing regional potential, and existing 
research capacity, presence of clusters with similar purposes in the country and potential market volumes of the 
activities in the center. 

4.8.2. Special conditions on the investment aid granted for animation of cluster 

A) What is the type of investment? 

clusters; 

clusters; 

 

B) What are the facilities provided by the aid? 

center; 

-access research infrastructures: laboratory, testing facility; 

 

C) Specify the eligible costs and their value: 

elating to investment in land: 

 

 

 

D) What is the basic aid intensity (%): 

E) Is there any bonus granted to beneficiaries? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify bellow: 
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• A bonus is applied to the SME? 

Yes No 

Specify the bonus level37 

4.8.3. Special conditions on the operating aid granted for animation of cluster 

A) For what period the aid is granted.........years 

If the aid is granted for duration of more than five years, provide conclusive evidence to justify the longer period of 
time.38 

B) The aid decreases in proportion? 

Yes No 

C) Specify the eligible costs and their values: 

; 

management of the cluster’s open-access facilities; 

organization of training programs, workshops and conferences to support knowledge sharing and networking 
between the members of the cluster. 

D) Aid intensity; 

- aid which decreases in proportion (the rates of decrease in proportion shall be specified for each year)39; 

- aid which does not decrease in proportion (%)40: 

5. Incentive effect and necessity of aid 

5.1. General condition 

A) R&D&I activity started prior to the submission of aid application by the beneficiary to the provider41? 

                                                           
37 The intensity may be increased by 20 percent in case of small enterprises, and by maximum 10 percent in case of medium 
enterprises. 

 
38 In any of the situations, the duration may not exceed 10 years. 

 
39 The intensity may represent 100% for eligible costs in the first year, but must have decreased linearly to zero value till the end of 
the fifth year. 

 
40 Maximum aid intensity represents 50% from eligible costs. 

 
41 Where the aid proposal is to grant aid for a research, development and innovation project, it shall not exclude that the potential 
beneficiary has already carried out feasibility studies which are not covered by the state aid request. 
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Yes No 

If yes, the Competition Council shall consider the aid does not stimulate the beneficiary. 

B) If not, specify relevant data: 

- R&D&I activity started on: 

- the aid application was submitted by the beneficiary to the national authorities on: 

Provide relevant supporting documents: 

5.2. Incentive effect assessment 

If the aid is granted for: 

- process and organizational innovation in services; 

- innovation centers; 

-R&D projects of large undertakings; 

- feasibility studies for big undertakings; 

- research and development projects for the SMEs in case of the aid exceeding MDL 7,5 mln; 

- feasibility studies for SMEs in case of the aid exceeding MDL 7,5 mln. 

The Competition Council shall request that the incentive effect shall be demonstrated by an assessment. Go to the 
following questions. 

In other cases, the Competition Council shall deem the incentive effect automatically observed in case of available 
measure. 

5.2.1. General conditions 

If the demonstration of incentive effect is need in case of more beneficiaries participating in the notified project, provide 
the information bellow for each of these. 

In order to verify if the aid planned shall pursue the recipient to change the behavior insofar to increase the level of 
R&D&I, the Competition Council shall request an evaluation for categories of research for which it considers that the 
incentive effect is NOT achieved automatically. 

Complete the assessment of intensified activity of R&D&I bellow, based on an analysis in which a situation in which the 
aid is not granted is compared to a situation in which the aid is granted. 

5.2.2. Criteria 

A) Shall the project dimension increase? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify the increase type 

expenditures on beneficiary behalf compared to a situation 
where no aid is granted); 
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number of persons involved in research, development and innovation; 

 

Provide proofs on relevant increases: 

B) Shall the application scope be extended? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify the increase type: 

outcomes expected from the project; 

failure; 

 

Provide proofs on relevant increases: 

C) Shall the project speed increase? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide proofs that the project shall be carried out within a shorter period where the aid shall be granted, 
compared to the situation where the aid shall not be granted: 

D) Shall the total amount allocated to research, development and innovation increase? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify the increase type: 

expenditures allocated to the research, development and innovation by the beneficiary of the aid; 

amendments to the project budget (without the discount related to the budget allocated to other projects); 

expenditures allocated to the research, development and innovation by the beneficiary of the aid as a 
per cent out of the total turnover; 

: 

Provide proofs on relevant increases: 

E) The provider may demonstrate as well the presence of an incentive effect by means of other relevant criteria of 
quantity and/or quality. Please provide details and proof. 

6. Criteria determining a detailed assessment through comparative analysis 

Where the aid refers to project of research, development and innovation or a feasibility study, fill in the section 6.1 
bellow. Where the aid is granted for process innovation or for the organization of service activities, or for innovation 
centers, go to section 6.2 of the present form. Otherwise, no detailed assessment shall be needed. 

6.1. Projects and feasibility studies 

A) The eligible costs related to the fundamental research make …………% of the total eligible costs (ratio I). 



46 
 

If the ratio I. exceeds 50%, an undertaking receives an aid whose value exceeds MDL 20 mln42 per project/feasibility 
study? 

Yes No 

B) The eligible costs related to the industrial research and feasibility studies preparatory to the industrial research make 
…………% of the total eligible costs (ratio II). 

If ratio I. + II. exceeds 50%, an undertaking receives an aid whose value MDL 10 mln per project/feasibility study? 

Yes No 

C) If ratio I. + II. Is lower than 50%, an undertaking receives an aid whose value exceed MDL 7,5 mln per 
project/feasibility study? 

Yes No 

In case of affirmative answer to one of these questions, the notified aid make the object of a detailed assessment and 
additional information shall be provided insofar the Competition Council is able to carry out a detailed assessment 
(Section 7 of the present form for additional information). 

6.2. Innovation process or organizing service activities and innovation centers 

If the aid is granted for the innovation process or organizing service activities, an undertaking shall receive an aid whose 
value exceeds MDL 5 mln per project? 

Yes No 

If the aid is granted for innovation centers, the center (legal person operating the innovation center) shall receive an aid 
whose value exceeds MDL 5 mln? 

Yes No 

If yes, the notified aid makes the object of a detailed assessment and additional information shall be provided insofar 
the Competition Council is able to carry out a detailed assessment (Section 7 of the present form for additional 
information). 

Please note that the Competition Council shall carry out detailed assessment for all notified cases under individual 
notification obligation. 

7. Additional information for a detailed assessment 

For more beneficiaries in the notified project which make the object of the detailed assessment, please provide 
information requested below for each. This does not affect the full description of the notified project, including all 
participants in previous sections of this form for additional information. 

7.1. General observations 

The purpose of this detailed assessment is to ensure that high amounts of aid for R&D&I do not distort competition to 
an extent contrary to the common interest, but actually contribute to the common interest. This happens when the 
benefits of State aid in terms of additional R&D&I outweigh the harm for competition and trade. 

                                                           
42 if appropriate, please provide an exchange rate used at the moment of answering to the question. 
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Below, the Competition Council presents guidance as to the kind of information it may require for a detailed 
assessment. This guidance is intended to make the Competition Council’s decisions and their reasoning transparent and 
foreseeable in order to create predictability and legal certainty. 

A) The providers shall, in particular, rely on the information sources enlisted below. Please specify whether these 
supporting documents are attached to the notification. 

 

 

 

 

 

xpert opinions; 

 

B) Similarly, specify the relevant positive effects of the notified measure and provide supporting documents: 

 

 contribution of the measure to the global improvement of the sector concerned as regards the level of R&D&; 

international context; 

 

For each section presented below, please, provide relevant documents for the notified measure. The providers shall 
submit any elements considered useful for the notified measure assessment. 

7.2. Existence of a market failure 

A) Identify the market failure(-s) which hamper R&D&I in the actual situation and which justify the necessity of a state 
aid and provide supporting documents. 

positive external effects / public goods); 

 

 

B) For State aid targeting R&D&I projects or activities located in assisted areas, the information related to the following 
shall be provided: 

peripherally and other regional specificities; 

or historic reasons for a low level of R&D&I activity in comparison with the 
relevant average data and/or situation at national and/or Community level as appropriate;  

 

7.3. Appropriate Instrument 
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Please specify the grounds on which the provider decided to use a selective instrument such as state aid to increase 
R&D&I activities and provide supporting documents: 

 

Comparison with other policy options considered by the provider; 

 

7.4. Incentive effect and assessment of aid 

A) Specify the change concerned in the beneficiary’s conduct induced by the aid (for instance new launched project, 
scale, object or speed of the enhanced project) and provide supporting documents. 

Moreover, provide a description by means of counterfactual analysis of beneficiary’s behavior regarding the project 
without aid. 

Specify the reason for which the aid is necessary insofar the project, under a thorough examination, becomes more 
attractive than the project described in a counterfactual analysis, precisely the project which would have been carried 
out without aid. 

B) The following elements may be used in order to demonstrate an incentive effect. Please specify relevant elements 
for the notified measure and provide supporting documents. 

 

 

of risk involved in the research project43; 

 

7.5. Proportionality of the aid 

A) Where there are multiple (potential) candidates for undertaking the R&D&I project, the beneficiary shall be selected 
within an open selection process? 

Yes No 

Please provide details and supporting documents: 

B) Please explain what measures are undertaken so that the aid is limited to the minimum necessary and provide 
supporting documents: 

7.6. Analysis of the distortion of competition and trade 

7.6.1. Relevant markets and their impact on trade 

A) Where necessary, describe the possible impact of the aid on competition within the innovation process44: 

                                                           
43 For State aid targeting R&D&I projects or activities located in assisted areas, the Competition Council will take into 
account disadvantages caused by the peripherally and other regional specificities, which negatively impact on the level 
of risk in the research project. 
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B) Specify whether there are chances that the aid shall have impact on any of the product market. 

Yes No 

Specify the product markets upon which there are chances that the aid shall have any impact: 

C) For each of the markets, please provide an indicative market share of the beneficiary: 

For each of the markets, please provide indicative market shares of other entities presented on the. If possible, please 
provide the Herfindahl-Hirschman associate index (HHI): 

D) Describe the dynamics and structure of the relevant markets and provide supporting documents: 

E) If necessary, provide information on the effects upon trading, (transfer of trade flows and the location of carrying out 
the economic activity). 

7.6.2. Distorting dynamic incentives 

The Competition Council shall consider the following elements while analyzing the aid effect dynamic investment 
incentives of competitors. Those for which supporting documents are provided shall be specified: 

 

 

 

 

 Incentives to compete for a future market; 

 

7.6.3. Creating market power 

The Competition Council shall consider the following elements while analyzing the aid effect upon the recipient’s 
market power. Those for which supporting documents are provided shall be specified: 

structure; 

 

 

process. 

7.6.4. Maintaining inefficient market structures 

It shall be specified whether the aid is granted as follows: 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
44 The impact on competition in the innovation process will be relevant insofar as it has a foreseeable impact on the 
outcome of future product market competition. 
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Please provide details with supporting documents: 

8. Cumulation 

A) The aid is granted based on notified measure combined with other aid45? 

Yes No 

B) If yes, describe the cumulation rules applied to the notified aid measure: 

C) Specify the way of verifying the observance of cumulation rules based on the notified aid measure. 

9. Specific questions related to agriculture and fishery 

A) The aid for research and development concerns the products enumerated in the annex 1 to the Regulation on the 
notification form, procedures of examination and decision making regarding the state aid? 

Yes No 

If yes, specify the products type: 

B) If yes, answer the following questions: 

- the aid presents a general interest for private sector or the sub-sector at issue? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence: 

- information on carrying out research and its objectives have been published on internet before the beginning of the 
research and the published information contain an approximate date of anticipated results and the place of publication 
on internet thereof, also a note that the result shall be available for free? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence and specify the web address: 

- the results of the research shall be available on internet for at least 5 years AND it can be confirmed that the 
informations available on internet shall not be published later than any other information which could be provided to 
the members of any special organization? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence: 

                                                           
45 Note that the aid for research, development and innovation shall not be cumulated with the minimum assistance 
with regard to the same eligible expenditures in order to evade from the dispositions on maximum aid intensities set in 
the regulation. 
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- the aid is granted directly to the research institution or body AND it excludes the direct granting of an aid for other 
activities than those of research to an entity which produces, processes or promotes agricultural products, as well price 
subventioning for the manufacturers of such products? 

Yes No 

If yes, provide evidence: 

In case of affirmative answers to the four conditions contained in section B, there may be allowed aid intensity up to 
100%. If not, the cases of state aid for research and development of the products enlisted in Annex 1 to Regulation on 
the notification form, procedures of state aid examination and decision making shall be assessed based on the general 
rules of the Regulation on research, development and innovation. 

C) Specify the total aid intensity (%): 

10. Reporting and monitoring 

10.1. Annual reports 

Do you commit to provide the Competition Council with annual reports on the application of the notified aid measure, 
which shall include all bellow enlisted elements. 

- beneficiary name; 

- aid value per beneficiary; 

- aid intensity; 

- sectors of activity within which the subventioned project is carried out. 

 

10.2. Information, monitoring sheets 

A) Please commit to keep the detailed reports on state aid granting, including all the necessary information in order to 
establish the observance of eligible costs and maximum permitted aid intensity. 

 

B) Please commit to take measures to keep the detailed reports mentioned above in section B stored for 10 years from 
the date of aid granting. 

 

C) Please provide upon the request of the Competition Council, the reports mentioned above in Section A. 

 

11. Other information 

Any other information deemed to be necessary for the assessment of the measure (-s) at issue under the Regulation on 
the state aid for research, development and innovation shall be provided. 

 


